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Careers in 
Uniformed 
Services

The uniformed services are roles to help 
aid and protect the public. Job security is 
generally high, with good starting salaries 
for graduates and the potential to 
advance further within your field. There is 
an element of risk when working within the 
uniformed services and your actions can 
directly affect this so good decision-
making skills are essential.
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Working for the Police service

There are several ways to join the police, and in 2020 there was a major change to the recruitment process, meaning you'll
need to have at least a degree-level qualification by the time you complete your probation.

Police officers work in partnership with the communities they serve to maintain law and order, protect members of the 
public and property, and detect, prevent and investigate crimes. It is a challenging career that demands a high level of 
personal integrity and responsibility.
The UK has 45 geographical police forces - that's 43 in England and Wales (Greater Manchester Police, Suffolk 
Constabulary, Gwent Police, etc.) plus Police Scotland and the Police Service of Northern Ireland.
In addition, there are four special police forces:
British Transport Police - responsible for policing the railway network.
Civil Nuclear Constabulary - protects civilian nuclear facilities.
Ministry of Defence Police - security for the UK's defence assets.
National Police Air Service - air support for English and Welsh police forces.

Be a force for all
Do something real - working with the MET 
police
Thames Valley Police - What we look for in 
new recruits

Career Profile
Joining the Police Force
Information about joining Thames Valley Police Force
Careers with the Met Police
Joining the Police
View a live Police job board

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=gDTIiGQzrCA
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=FuNa4bkzDyM
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=LDnYs8k1t8k
https://nationalcareers.service.gov.uk/job-profiles/police-officer
https://www.prospects.ac.uk/jobs-and-work-experience/job-sectors/law-enforcement-and-security/joining-the-police
https://tvpcareers.co.uk/
https://www.met.police.uk/car/careers/
https://allpolicejobs.co.uk/
https://www.joiningthepolice.co.uk/
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Working in the Fire and Rescue Service

As a firefighter, you will be called upon to tackle various emergency situations where your problem solving skills and 
initiative will be vital to resolve issues quickly and calmly. Incidents vary from tackling fires and rescuing people from 
burning buildings to dealing with chemical spillages and Road Traffic Collisions (RTCs).

There are certain personal attributes you will need to fulfil within your role as a firefighter. These include confidence, 
resilience, adaptability, ability to communicate effectively, integrity and have a commitment to diversity.
The role of the firefighter is continually changing as new techniques and equipment are introduced. As well as responding 
to emergencies, you will also be expected to work closely with the community.

Fire and Rescue Recruitment
Firefighter profile

Careers Profile

UCAS Fire service careers advice

Advice about becoming a firefighter

Meet 6 firefighters and their journey to 
become a firefighter

What's involved in being an on-call firefighter?

Young Cadets

Find out about apprenticeships at RBFRS

Being a Female Firefighter in Berkshire

Animal rescue

https://www.fireservice.co.uk/recruitment/
https://nationalcareers.service.gov.uk/job-profiles/firefighter
https://www.prospects.ac.uk/job-profiles/firefighter
https://www.ucas.com/careers-advice/employment/how-to-become-a/firefighter
https://successatschool.org/advicedetails/548/how-to-become-a-firefighter-uk
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ziqrJME97uA
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=cR9D8yjoYvs
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=izguN0DuJUc
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=3JXCev_xXgA
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=dW47QafcgqU
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=GdlE8uPT1M4
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Working for the Ambulance service

If you have a caring nature, good communication and organisational skills and an ability to stay calm, an ambulance
service career could be the one for you. As a paramedic, you’ll often be one of the first to arrive when a patient needs help.
It’s a fast-paced and vital role where you’ll need to quickly take charge of the situation to save lives. As well as a
paramedic, there are many other roles available, from ambulance care assistant and patient transport service, to call
handler to emergency medical technician. There are 11 ambulance services in the UK, with South Central Ambulance
Service serving the Berkshire area.

“There is no ordinary day in SCAS – it’s dynamic, exciting and full of new experiences. Likewise there are no ordinary people –
there is an extraordinary team committed to delivering the best care to our patients.”

Hear from a newly qualified 
paramedic here

Hear from an emergency 
dispatcher here

Hear from a clinical support 
practitioner here

Find out about all these roles and 
more here

Paramedic Career Profile

Explore different roles with the
Ambulance service

South Central Ambulance Service
website

In depth look at careers in the
ambulance service

A day in the life

A day in the life of a 
specialist paramedic

Emergency Care 
Assistant

Paramedic with SCAS

Emergency Call Taker

https://youtu.be/dSwLHDWE47w
https://youtu.be/LvO3mR1AfL8
https://youtu.be/9tYuqz9WyEk
https://scasjobs.co.uk/scas-roles/
https://nationalcareers.service.gov.uk/job-profiles/paramedic
https://www.healthcareers.nhs.uk/explore-roles/ambulance-service-team/roles-ambulance-service
https://scasjobs.co.uk/
https://www.maidenerleghschool.co.uk/attachments/download.asp?file=2120&type=pdf
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=SfYG15D0Wpc
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=KygCDj_AkUo
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=VrdADkJGdk4
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=irbLP6b5E_E
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=bR11WanvYn4
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Uniformed Services – RAF

A career in the Royal Air Force is like no other. From the speedy role progression to the unrivalled skills and 
training you receive; all whilst travelling around the world and making friends for life, it really is No 
Ordinary Job.
Visit the website for more details 
https://www.raf.mod.uk/recruitment/

Careers in the Royal Air Force

View the videos for more ideas of careers in the RAF
RAF Mythbusters RAF Photographer Apprentice

Benefits in the Royal Air Force RAF Women - Corporal Tanica Owens - RAF Medic

RAF Engineer Officer CE A day in the life of a RAF Regiment Officer

RAF National Apprenticeship Week - Aircraft Technician Apprentice

https://www.raf.mod.uk/recruitment/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=FtcvUHtVlAg
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=lKR3EctO-aI
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=d85mj8BCQMA
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=vZi5D1x1EqQ
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-jJw1rXcyMk
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=wDKXUCR3s_o
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=r8NiKbqjVcg
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=SzIW-IwCLHI
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Uniformed Services – Navy

A job in the Naval Service means adventure, camaraderie – and lifelong prospects.
Every day you make a difference. And no two days are the same.
You could be policing the world's oceans, delivering humanitarian aid when natural or man-made
disasters strike. Or you could be deployed in combat.
No matter what job you do, you'll be a key part in operations around the world. Are you ready to go places?
https://www.royalnavy.mod.uk/careers

View the videos for more ideas of careers in the Royal Navy
Introduction to Royal Navy Apprenticeships Made in the Submarine Service -
Ciaran's Story

Royal Navy Marine Engineer (Submariner) Made in the Submarine 
Service – Emily’s Story

Careers in the Royal Navy Royal Navy Writer

Royal Navy Caterer Royal Navy Supply Chain 
Logistician

https://www.royalnavy.mod.uk/careers
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=3e0ISTSlww8
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=f7T5PI8uuI0
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=v_0ZEbSPzLs
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ZPF2LPO2vC4
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=0KPAjr6qF_o&list=PLsPLwSC8bHU0r6DL_nzFRHVe2yhmao6Mg
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=xm4jNIpZdIk
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=F1qpmrfTOpQ
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=UxX_NpDEcEc
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Uniformed Services – Army

The Army has many different careers available for people wanting to join as a soldier or officer. The types of 
roles available are combat; engineering; HR, finance and support; intelligence, communications and IT; 
medical; logistics and support; and music. There are over 100 different roles available, for people looking 
for a job either full time or part time. Explore our roles, and find your perfect Army career. 
https://apply.army.mod.uk/roles

View the videos for more ideas of careers in the Army

What happens when I go to an Army Careers Centre?

Electrician – Roles in the Army

What’s the Army like for women – FAQs

Lucy – Geographic Technician

Army Officer Scholarshipp Scheme 

Adventurous Training in Belize

https://apply.army.mod.uk/roles
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=TA5RwM_aNAU
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=YVgZUejOBHg
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=4kgqTltLeMA
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=o4qf1d303z0
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=pd7Y1X_Re1A
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Yhp8R94Z54o

